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SANCTIFICATION 
Lesson #3 

 
Titus 2:11-14 
We celebrate the revealing of God’s grace in Christ. 

• God was, is, and will always be gracious. (Exodus 34:6; 1 Peter 5:10) 
• The grace of God has appeared. 

o Stott: Epiphaneia – is a noun that means the visible appearance of something or someone 
hitherto invisible, a coming into view of what has been previously concealed. It was used in 
classical Greek of the dawn or daybreak.  

• The grace of God that appeared is Jesus (2 Timothy 1:9-10; John 1:14-17) 
• The appearing of God’s grace in Christ brings salvation for all. 

o Without grace, salvation would be impossible.  
o Both salvation and grace had to be brought to us by Christ.  

 Why it had to be brought to us – Titus 3:3-7 
• We don’t just need our habits changed, we need our hearts changed. 

 How it was brought to us – Titus 2:14 
• Piper: The center of Christianity is the coming of the Son of God into the world as 

a real man to destroy the works of the devil and create a new people for his own 
glory. The very heart of our faith is that he did this by obeying the law of God, 
dying for the sins of his people, rising victorious over death, ascending to God’s 
right hand with all his enemies under his feet.  

• Lawson: Jesus did not come to create a holiday. He was born to die for sinners.   
• The appearing of God’s grace in Christ, which brought salvation for all, is the costliest gift ever.  

 
We anticipate the revealing of God’s glory in Christ. 

• Piper: What God’s grace has begun in our lives through the first coming of Christ, He will complete in 
our lives through the second coming of Christ. 

• Stott: He who appeared briefly on the stage of history, and disappeared, will one day reappear. He 
appeared in grace; he will reappear in glory.  

• His appearing will be visible. 
• His appearing will be glorious.  
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We participate in God’s grace that trains us in hope, purity, and passion.  
• Grace fuels our waiting.  

o Newton: T'was grace that taught my heart to fear and grace, my fears relieved. 
• Grace fuels our walking.  

o Grace teaches us to say “no” to worldliness and “yes” to godliness.  
• Grace fuels our working. (Titus 1:16; 2:14; 3:1; 3:8; 3:14) 

o For – everything in Titus 2:1-10 is fueled by 2:11-14. 
 
THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS – By Jerry Bridges 

I. Holiness is Not an Option (Hebrews 12:14) - Chapter 3  
a. Does our salvation, in the final analysis, depend to some degree on our attaining some level of 

personal holiness? 
i. The best Christians can never in themselves merit salvation through personal holiness.  

1. Our best works are stained and polluted with imperfection and sin. 
ii. Scripture repeatedly refers to the obedience and righteousness of Christ on our behalf. 

(Romans 5:19; 1 Peter 3:18) 
b. Christ’s active and passive obedience 

i. Active obedience means Christ’s sinless life here on earth. 
ii. His passive obedience refers to His death on the cross through which He fully paid the 

penalty for our sins and placated the wrath of God toward us. (Hebrews 10:5-10) 
c. Scripture speaks of both a holiness which we have in Christ before God, and a holiness which 

we are to strive after.  
d. The writer of Hebrews is telling us to take seriously the necessity of personal, practical holiness. 

i. If there is not, then, at least a yearning in our hearts to live a holy life pleasing to God, 
we need to seriously question whether our faith in Christ is genuine.  

ii. True salvation brings with it a desire to be made holy. 
e. The whole purpose of our salvation is that we be “holy and blameless in his sight” 

(Ephesians 1:4). 
i. Marshall: What a strange kind of salvation do they desire that care not for holiness. . . . 

They would be saved by Christ and yet be out of Christ in a fleshly state. . . . They would 
have their sins forgiven, not that they may walk with God in love, in time to come, but 
that they may practice their enmity against Him without any fear of punishment.  

f. Holiness, then, is not necessary as a condition of salvation – that would be salvation by works – 
but as a part of salvation that is received by faith in Christ. 

i. The same grace that brings salvation teaches us to renounce ungodly living. We cannot 
receive half of God’s grace. If we have experienced it at all, we will experience not only 
forgiveness of our sins, but also freedom from sin’s dominion.  

g. Holiness is required for fellowship with God.  
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i. To regard wickedness is to cherish some sin, to love it to the extent that I am not willing 
to part with it. 

ii. When we are holding on to some sin, we are not pursuing holiness and we cannot have 
fellowship with God.  

iii. God does not require a perfect, sinless life to have fellowship with Him, but He does 
require that we be serious about holiness, that we grieve sin in our lives instead of 
justifying it, and that we earnestly pursue holiness as a way of life.  

h. Holiness is also required for our own well-being.  
i. God disciplines us because we need discipline. 

ii. When God speaks to us about some sin, we need to heed and take action. To fail to deal 
with that sin is to risk incurring His hand of discipline.  

i. Holiness is also necessary for effective service to God.  
i. Holiness and usefulness are linked together. 

ii. When we indulge our sinful natures and dwell in unholiness, the Spirit of God is grieved 
(Ephesians 4:30) and will not prosper our service.  

iii. These are not times when we fall into temptation and immediately seek God’s 
forgiveness and cleansing, but lives that are characterized by unholy living.  

j. Holiness also is necessary for our assurance of salvation.  
i. True faith will always show itself by its fruits.  

ii. The only safe evidence that we are in Christ is a holy life.  
iii. If we know nothing of holiness, we may flatter ourselves that we are Christians but we 

do not have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  
iv. Everyone who professes to be a Christian should ask: “Is there evidence of practical 

holiness in my life? Do I desire and strive after holiness? Do I grieve over my lack of it 
and earnestly seek the help of God to be holy?” 

v. It is not those who profess to know Christ who will enter heaven, but those whose lives 
are holy.  

 
 

II. The Holiness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21) - Chapter 4 
a. We need to consider the holiness of Christ in order to be firmly grounded in our security in 

Christ.  
i. It is important that we understand the righteousness of Christ, and the fact that His 

righteousness is credited to us.  
b. Jesus lived a perfectly holy life (Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 3:5) 

i. “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46) 
1. His enemies had nothing. 
2. His disciples had nothing.  
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c. The holiness of Jesus was more than simply the absence of actual sin. It was also a perfect 
conformity to the will of His Father (John 6:38; 4:34) 

i. Perhaps His highest testimony to His positive holiness was his statement, “I always do 
what pleases him” (John 8:29). 

1. Such a positive declaration must include not only His actions but also His 
attitudes and motives.  

2. Holiness has to do with more than mere acts. Our motives must be holy, that is, 
arising from a desire to do something simply because it is the will of God.  

3. Jesus Christ perfectly met these standards, and He did it for us (Galatians 4:4-5).  
d. A serious view of the holiness of God – His own moral perfection and infinite hatred of sin – will 

leave us, as it did Isaiah, seeing with utter dismay our own lack of holiness. . . . Therefore, it is 
important that we receive the same assurance that Isaiah received: “See . . . your guilt is taken 
away and your sin atoned for” (Isaiah 6:7).  

i. The more we grow in holiness, the more we need assurance that the perfect 
righteousness of Christ is credited to us.  

ii. A part of growing in holiness is the Holy Spirit’s making us aware of our need for 
holiness. As we see this need, it is well for us to always keep in mind the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ on our behalf (2 Corinthians 5:21).  

e. We need to consider Christ’s holiness: 
i. To thwart the attacks of Satan. 

1. The Holy Spirit makes us more aware of our lack of holiness to stimulate us to 
deeper yearning and striving for holiness.  

2. One of Satan’s attacks is to try to convince you that you are not a genuine 
Christian after all.  

3. You, too, if you diligently pursue holiness, must often flee to the Rock of your 
salvation. You flee there, not to be saved again, but to confirm in your heart that 
you are saved through His righteousness alone.  

ii. Because His life is meant to be an example of holiness for us.  
1. “I always do what pleases Him.” 

a. Do we dare take that as our personal goal in life? Are we truly willing to 
scrutinize all our activities, all our goals and plans, and all of our impulsive 
actions in the light of this statement: “I am doing this to please God”? 

 
Some Daily Truth to Preach to Yourself: 

• If I’m in Christ, then I’m dead to sin and alive to God.  
• If I’m in Christ, then I have His presence, power, and promises to aid me in my daily battle for holiness. 

Hedges – Licensed to Kill: A Field Manual for Mortifying Sin 
• The transforming power of union with Christ 
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o The truth of what Jesus has done has radically changed our past, present, and future. 
 A new history: we have been raised with Christ (Colossians 3:1) 

• Owen: Christ lived for us, He died for us; He was ours in all He did, in all He suffered.  
• Because of our union with Christ, we participate in all of His triumph. His history 

counts as ours. Because we are in Him, all that is true for Him is also true for us.  
• No matter where we are in our progressive sanctification, we fight from a position of 

victory.  
 Total security: our lives are hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3) 

• Union with Christ is ours now. 
• We are participants in His life. 

 A glorious destiny: we will appear with Christ in glory (Colossians 3:4) 
• We will be perfect! 
• Wesley: Soar we now where Christ hath led, following our exalted Head. Made like 

Him, like Him we rise; Ours the cross, the grace, the skies.  
• We are secure in Him and should live in light of this reality.  

• The expulsive power of a new affection (Colossians 3:2) 
o What motivates you in the pursuit of holiness?  
o Chalmers: The only way to dispossess [the heart] of an old affection is by the expulsive power of a 

new one.  
o Our affections are to be set on Christ Himself. 
o We are empowered for holiness when we fill our minds and hearts with the glories of who Jesus is, 

what He has done for us, and all that He has purchased for us.  
o Moses was “looking to the reward . . . and he endured as seeing Him who is invisible” 

(Hebrews 11:26-27). 
o By setting our hearts on Christ, we can be captivated by a sweeter, more satisfying song 

 McCheyne: The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” Jeremiah 17:9. Learn much of the Lord Jesus. For every look at yourself, take ten looks 
at Christ. He is altogether lovely. Such infinite majesty, and yet such meekness and grace, 
and all for sinners, even the chief! Live much in the smiles of God. Bask in his beams. Feel 
his all-seeing eye settled on you in love, and repose in his almighty arms. . . .. . . Let your 
soul be filled with a heart-ravishing sense of the sweetness and excellency of Christ and all 
that is in Him. Let the Holy Spirit fill every chamber of your heart; and so there will be no 
room for folly, or the world, or Satan, or the flesh. 
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• The excellency of Christ is both the brilliant contrast to the sin in our hearts, and the 
remedy to the sin we find there. McCheyne was well aware that we battle indwelling 
sin by filling our hearts with “the sweetness and excellency of Christ and all that is in 
Him.” Communion with Christ is the key to sanctification. This is the expulsive power 
of a new affection. This is to be changed from one degree of glory to another by 
beholding the brilliance of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

• In these words McCheyne reminds us that for every look at your own sin, take ten 
looks at the beauty of Christ, because as you delight in Christ you are expelling sin 
and pursuing sanctification 

o Henry: The joy of the Lord will arm us against the assaults of our spiritual enemies and put our 
mouths out of taste for those pleasures with which the tempter baits his hooks.  

 
 


