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LIVING THE TRUTH IN LOVE 
2 John 

 
I. CHRIST HAS PROVIDED BOTH TRUTH AND LOVE FOR HIS CHURCH TO WALK IN (1-3) 

a. In Christ, we are united to other believers in both truth and love.  
 
 

II. BE ON GUARD AGAINST AND BE INHOSPITABLE TOWARD THOSE WHO OPPOSE CHRIST 
AND HIS TRUTH (7-11) 
a. Be on guard against false teachers and don’t partner with them by giving them an 

opportunity to spread their message of deceit. They are deceivers and antichrists.  
b. Many deceivers have gone out into the world. (Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 23-24; Acts 

20:26-32; 2 Tim. 4:1-4) 
c. The fact there are false teachers is not surprising, but where some of them come 

from is! (1 John 2:18-27) 
d. How do we recognize false teachers? 

i. They do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh (7) 
1. Any teaching that is derogatory of Christ is dangerous to the church.  
2. Be wary of those who use the same terms but have different 

meanings. 
3. Stott: Jesus did not become the Christ or the Son at His baptism, or 

cease to be the Christ or the Son before His death; Jesus was the 
Christ come in the flesh.  

ii. They’ve “gone on ahead” and are not abiding in the teaching of Christ, which 
means they do not have God. (9) 

1. Make sure when you are advancing in Christianity that you haven’t 
left God behind!!! 

2. We don’t go past Christ but deeper in our understanding and walk 
with Him.  

iii. They “come to you” with full intention of spreading their deceit (10) 
e. What should we do with them? 

i. Do not receive them into your house. (10) 
ii. Do not give them any greeting or welcome. (10) 

f. Why not? 
i. You will become a partner in their wicked works. (11) 

ii. You may not gain your full reward. (8) 
g. What does this look like in our day? (Col. 2:4, 8) 
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i. We should definitely guard who teaches in our pulpit, our retreats, our 
camps, our Dnow, our Connect Groups, etc.  

ii. We should also guard whom we listen to and read at home.  
iii. Don’t encourage those who are opposed to Christ. 

 
III. ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO GUARD AGAINST FALSE TEACHING IS BY WALKING IN 

CHRIST’S TRUTH AND LOVE TOGETHER (4-6, 12-13) 
a. Instead of “going ahead,” go back to basics – One of the best ways to guard against 

false teaching is by walking in truth and love together.  
b. I’m not writing a new commandment, but the one we’ve had from the beginning: 

love one another 
i. Comes from the Father (4) – from the beginning (5,6) 

ii. Dever: His commands are my concerns.  
c. What is love? What does this look like? 

i. Love is action and more specifically, self-denying action. 
ii. Living for the good of others and the glory of God.  

iii. Walking according to His commandments – the way of love is the way of 
obedience.  

d. How can we show this love and obedience? What does it look like when we love one 
another? 

i. 1 John 3:16-18; Gal. 6:1-3, 10; Romans 12; Eph. 4:11-16  
e. Why is love such a good protection? 

i. If we are loving in truth, growing in the truth, and walking in the truth 
together, then we will not easily be deceived. 

f. How does truth cause love to flourish? 
i. Stott: Since Christian love is founded upon Christian truth, we shall not 

increase the love which exists between us by diminishing the truth which we 
hold in common.  

ii. MacArthur: God’s purposes will never be accomplished by compromising His 
truth; love for souls is never manifested by minimizing the truth.  

iii. In movements toward church unity we must never compromise the very 
truth on which alone true love and unity depend.  

iv. The fellowship of the local church is created by truth and exhibited in love.  
v. Christian fellowship should be marked equally by love and truth, and we are 

to avoid extremism, which pursues either at the expense of the other.  
vi. Our love grows soft if it is not strengthened by truth, and our truth hard if it 

is not softened by love.  


